GCSE
Subjects
Commencing September 2022

Studying for GCSE at Warwick School
Introduction

The purpose of this booklet is to offer clear guidelines to parents and boys on syllabuses for Years 10 and
11, corresponding to Key Stage 4, of the National Curriculum.

GCSE Examinations

Assessment at GCSE

Departments follow both GCSE and IGCSE speciﬁcations at
Warwick School.

Progress throughout the GCSE years will be monitored in
much the same way as it has been for the ﬁrst three years in
the school; namely through Form Orders and Reports.
However, the way we assess attainment varies in that boys
will receive on Form Orders and Reports an attainment grade
for each subject studied, either 9 - 1 or A* - G.

Mathematics, Design and Technology, History, Modern
Languages and Music all follow IGCSE syllabuses. All other
departments will enter pupils for GCSE speciﬁcations.
All GCSEs are now linear in nature. This means that all of the
written papers will be taken in the summer of Year 11. The
examination timetable begins in early May and continues
until the last week of June.

Internal School Examinations
At GCSE, many subjects undertake assessments throughout
the GCSE course. In the summer term of Year 10, there will
be internal school examinations for GCSE subjects. There will
also be a trial examination week in Year 11, immediately
after the Christmas holidays.

GCSEs have undergone major changes in subject grading. All
GCSEs and a number of IGCSE speciﬁcations have moved
onto the grading system
of 9 - 1.

Moving into the Sixth Form

To make things more complicated, there is no direct
correlation between the 9 - 1 and the more traditional A* G grading system. Not only are there more grades, nine
instead of eight, but they are also deliberately skewed
towards the top end to allow greater differentiation
between high-performing pupils and to meet the
government’s aim of tougher exams.

Although this may seem a long way off at the moment, when
choosing subjects you need to give some thought as to how
your choices may impact on your A Level choices. All A Levels
now follow linear courses.
Boys wishing to follow a Sixth Form course at Warwick
School must attain a minimum of 51 GCSE points from their
best 8 GCSE grades. This ﬁgure is the equivalent of 3 grade 7s
and 5 grade 6s at GCSE. For anyone wishing to study
mathematics or science a grade 8 must be achieved.

Non-Examined Assessment
Only a small portion of GCSEs have retained non-examined
assessment in these speciﬁcations. Details of where this is
the case will be provided by departments.

More general academic enquiries including questions
regarding assessment, examinations, reporting and nonexamined assessment/coursework should be addressed to:

Expectations at GCSE

Dr S R Chapman, Senior Deputy Head
s.chapman@warwickschool.org

Undertaking a number of GCSE courses requires good
organisation. Keeping notes in good order and completing
work on time are prerequisites to success in two years’ time.
It is also essential that your son catches up any work missed
if he is away.
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Any concerns of a pastoral nature should be referred to:

Mr B L Davies, Head of Upper School
b.davies@warwickschool.org
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Choosing Your Options

Please note that we construct the timetable and classes
around the choices made by Year 9 in January. While
change may be possible subsequent to this, it will be
dependent on option grouping of subjects and availability
of places within a class/set.

It is compulsory for all boys to study Mathematics, English,
two Sciences and a Modern Foreign Language. All pupils will
also study the School Certiﬁcate in Philosophy in Year 10.
The arrangements for choosing optional subjects are laid
out in the letter accompanying this booklet.

New grading structure

Current grading structure
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Fig. 1

GOOD PASS (DfE)
5 and above = top of C and above

AWARDING
4 and above = bottom of C and above
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This diagram illustrates the comparison between the numerical and letter GCSE grading
structures. Design and Technology, and Music will follow the letter grading system.
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Head of Department | Mr R Parkinson

r.parkinson@warwickschool.org

Art and Design
Course Speciﬁcation

“Creativity is mistakes” Grayson Perry

AQA GCSE – 8201 (Art, Craft and Design).

Course Content and Examinations

Studying Art gives you the opportunity to explore a creative and dynamic subject with outcomes that are
not always known, but instead discovered. As a fast growing sector of the economy, creative industries
provide broad and fascinating options.
In studying Art at GCSE you are required to produce 2 components of work. One is a portfolio of work often referred to as
coursework and one is a project with a starting point given by the exam board culminating in a 10 hour exam over two days often
referred to as exam project. Coursework is produced throughout year 10 and into part of year 11. The exam project starts in
January of year 11 and usually ﬁnishes just after the Easter break. Coursework counts for 60% of the overall GCSE grade and
examination project for the remaining 40% of the GCSE.
In coursework students start off with clearly structured
projects that re-enforce and explore their core skills while at
the same time teaching the students how to build a project.
As projects move on and students grow in conﬁdence, there
is more independence and choices about the direction
projects take. Ultimately the course is designed to scaffold
learning and enable students to gradually become
independent in their work.
The examination project follows a similar structure to a
coursework project with students producing a portfolio of
work. Students choose a starting title from a selection given
out by the exam board and produce a concluding piece of
work in the 10 hours examination at the end of the project.
Both coursework and the exam project are marked against
the same criteria and all work is marked internally and then
moderated by an external exam board moderator.
In the course students are expected to demonstrate and
evidence of:

•

•

•

•

Developing ideas through investigating artists,
craftspeople and sources, demonstrating a critical
understanding of these sources.
A thoughtful ability to reﬁne ideas and select
appropriate media, materials, techniques and
processes to experiment with.
An ability to skilfully record ideas observations and
insights through drawing and annotation as work
progresses.
Present personal and meaningful pieces of work
demonstrating an understanding of visual language.

Perseverance and resilience – there will be times that you fail
and falter in Art, not every piece can be perfect. Being
prepared to work through difficult times or ﬁnd a solution
around a problem is important in being successful in Art.
Developing skills in Art is not always easy and there are no
shortcuts, practice and perseverance is an important quality
to enable learning in Art.
Organisation – It sometimes not easy in Art when you might
be working on more than one thing at a time but keeping up
to date with deadlines and assignments makes life easier. Art
is a marathon and not a sprint.

Ideal qualities of a GCSE Art student:
Creativity and imagination – being able to use your
imagination, think around ideas and see alternative points
of view is intrinsic to being creative. All of us have this
within us, for some it is readily available while for others it is
a matter of unlocking the potential. In Art you will develop
and explore more of the creativity and imagination that you
already have.
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Can I study this subject at A-level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
It is strongly recommended that you have studied GCSE Art
but not essential. Students may want to show work that they
have produced themselves to the head of art before making
a ﬁnal decision.
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Head of Department | Mr D Stephenson
d.stephenson@warwickschool.org

Classical Civilisation
Course Speciﬁcation
OCR GCSE – J199

Course Content and Examinations

N.B. This option is available even if the subject has NOT been studied in Year 9. There is NO language
requirement – you do not have to study any Latin or Greek on this course.
Classical Civilisation has been designed to provide learners with a broad, coherent and rewarding study of the culture of the
classical world. It offers learners the opportunity to study elements of the literature and visual/material culture of the classical
world, and acquire an understanding of their social, historical and cultural contexts.
Classical Civilisation would suit anyone who is interested in any aspects of the Roman and Greek world and would like to learn
more about the relevance of the Romans and Greeks to our own lives. Classical Civilisation will complement English, Drama,
History or Philosophy, but provides a worthy challenge to broaden one’s horizons, whatever one’s other GCSE choices. Good
Classics graduates can end up working in pretty much anything other than Science based jobs - accountancy, marketing, teaching,
law, banking and advertising to name just a few.
The course is taught over two years, following the syllabus
offered by OCR. Students will study the two modules (chosen
by the department) listed below, each of which accounts for
50% of the ﬁnal mark.

and impacted upon,
wider society. This
component covers
both Greek and
Roman civilisation,
focusing on Athens
and Sparta in the
5th century BC, and
on Rome in the
Imperial period. The
military systems and
tactics of each
society will be
studied, as will the
interplay between war, politics and society. You will also
study key battles, not only what happened, but why, and
how this impacted on the societies involved. The way in
which warfare is viewed and the cultural impact of conﬂicts,
including the human cost of war, make this component a
moving area of study which has clear relevance to the
modern world. The literature to be studied is a combination
of epic and shorter verse; it presents a range of responses
to warfare, from gloriﬁcation to depictions of horror and
tragedy.

Syllabus Choice 1 – Myth and Religion
Myth and religion have always been areas of study popular
with learners, and so this exploration of religion and
mythology in the ancient Greek and Roman world will surely
prove to be engaging and appealing. Many students come to
Classical Civilisation due to a love of the mythology of the
ancient world, and this forms a central part of this thematic
component. You will study myths regarding the role of the
gods and heroes in the founding of Athens and Rome and the
importance of key mythological ﬁgures to both the Greek
and Roman world. These are well known stories which
learners will engage with and study in increased depth. Myth
as a symbol of power will also be explored, as will ever
popular myths about the underworld. You will also look at
the role of religion in the everyday lives of ancient Greeks
and Romans. The study of temples, sacriﬁce, festivals, death
and beliefs in the afterlife will give a broad overview of
religion in the ancient world, and provides opportunity for
the study of a wide variety of material remains, including
awe-inspiring temples and works of art.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?

Syllabus Choice 2 – Warfare in the Ancient World
War is one of the most signiﬁcant aspects of human
behaviour, and war and warfare in the classical world holds
an endless and compelling fascination. This component
highlights different aspects of warfare in the ancient world,
including the purposes, conduct and effects of war, as well as
how the military interacted with,

Yes – You do NOT have to have taken this subject at GCSE.
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Acting Head of Department | Mr A Keech
a.keech@warwickschool.org

Computer Science
Course Speciﬁcation
AQA GCSE Computer Science – 8525

Course Content and Examinations

GCSE Computer Science is a modern course that focuses on building up computational thinking skills,
understanding how the building blocks of a computer system work, considering how data is represented
by a computer, looking into how devices can communicate alongside developing the skills necessary to
solve problems using a high-level programming language.
To study for this GCSE you must be willing to take on the
challenge of learning to program a computer - this is a
complex skill that takes time to master both inside and
outside of lessons. The rewards of learning to program can
allow creating solutions to a wide variety of challenges
including those involving sounds, graphics and text. Our
main language for the course is Python but the course will
also involve looking at SQL (for working with databases),
HTML/CSS (for creating web-pages) and working in both
Windows and Linux environments.

Paper 2, worth 50% of the GCSE, covers:

There are two examinations to be sat at the end of the
course.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it a
GCSE?

Each paper is a written paper lasting 1 hour 45 minutes.

The A Level is available for students who have not taken the
GCSE but the programming concepts and skills introduced in
the GCSE cover a lot of the ﬁrst few topics of the A Level. A
student who has not taken the GCSE will need to work hard
to catch up with those students who have.

Computing concepts including:

Paper 1, worth 50% of the GCSE, covers:
•

Problem solving

•

Algorithms

•

Programming
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•

Data representation

•

How computers work

•

Computer networks

•

Cyber security

•

Databases and SQL

•

Ethical and moral impacts of computing on society

Head of Department | Mr C Riman

c.riman@warwickschool.org

Design and Technology
Course Speciﬁcation

Camb. Int. IGCSE – 0445 (Resistant materials)

Course Content and Examinations

The Design and Technology syllabus enables students to identify, consider and solve problems through
creative thinking, planning and design, and by working with different media, materials and tools. Students
gain technical and design awareness as a result, and develop skills such as initiative, resourcefulness,
enquiry and ingenuity. They also develop the communication skills central to design making and evaluation.
Cambridge IGCSE Design and Technology provides an ideal basis for further study and prepares learners for
their future within a rapidly changing technological society.
Syllabus aims

•

simple comparative testing leading to the reasoned
selection of materials and processes for speciﬁc design
and making tasks

•

develop creative thinking in areas relevant to design and
technology

•

apply problem solving skills to practical and
technological problems

50 marks available | 1 hour in length
25% overall IGCSE

•

develop the communication skills central to design,
making and evaluation

Component 2: Project

•

apply knowledge and understanding to the design and
making of products, taking into consideration
sustainability and the wider impact on society

•

develop the ability to make aesthetic, economic, moral
and technical value judgements

The project is a signiﬁcant part of the teaching and
assessment requirements of this syllabus. Each student must
complete an individual project. The project area is decided
by the candidate with advice as appropriate from their
teacher. The project is internally marked by the teacher and
externally moderated by Cambridge.

Students take three components: Paper 1 (product design),
Paper 3 (resistant materials) and Paper 5 (coursework).

Candidates should produce work in the form of an A3-size
folder that includes photographs of the ‘made product’. We
encourage the use of CAD/CAM where appropriate.

Paper 1: Product design

Project sections:

This compulsory question paper tests ‘Design Thinking’
related to resistant materials. Candidates answer one openended questions which assess their design abilities.
Candidates will be required to complete a pre-printed
response sheet which sets out speciﬁc space for each
element of the question.

•

Identiﬁcation of a need or opportunity with a brief
analysis leading to a design brief (5 marks)

•

Research into the design brief resulting in a
speciﬁcation (10 marks)

•

Generation and exploration of design ideas (20
marks)

50 marks available | 1 hour and 15 minutes in length 25%
overall IGCSE

•

Development of proposed solution (15 marks)

•

Planning for production (10 marks)

Paper 3: Resistant Materials

•

Design realisation (30 marks)

This paper has two sections (A and B) and is focused on what
the students have learnt through practical experience of
resistant materials.

•

Testing and evaluation (10 marks)

Structure of the course

100 marks available | 50% overall IGCSE
In addition to obtaining an IGCSE in Design and Technology
our students might also have their work submitted for
regional and national competitions.

Questions will be related to:
•

the general physical and working properties of common
construction materials (plastics, woods and metals) in
relation to speciﬁc designing and making tasks

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
It is not advisable for students to take this subject at
A Level if they had not completed the IGCSE course.
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Head of Department | Miss A Stevenson-Ray
a.stevenson-ray@warwickschool.org

Drama
Course Speciﬁcation
WJEC (Eduqas) – C690QS

Course Content and Examinations
This is a two-year course which is examined in the following ways:
Component 1

Devising Theatre (40%) – including a written portfolio and timed evaluation

Component 2

Performing from a Text (20%) – marked by a visiting examiner

Component 3

Interpreting Theatre (40%) – analysing a set text and evaluating live theatre

Following a course in GCSE Drama will enable students to:
•

Actively engage in the process of dramatic study in order
to develop as effective and independent learners and as
critical and reﬂective thinkers with enquiring minds;

•

Work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative
contexts, generating, developing and communicating
ideas;

•

Reﬂect on and evaluate their own work and the work of
others;

•

Develop and demonstrate competence in a range of
practical, creative and performance skills;

•

Develop a basis for their future role as active citizens in
employment and society in general as well as for the
possible further study of drama;

•

Consider and explore the impact of social, historical and
cultural inﬂuences on drama texts and activities.

Although the emphasis is primarily on performance, students
interested in developing technical skills (design, costume and
lighting/sound) are welcomed on the course. The drama
team consists of a wide range of professional theatre
practitioners including design and technical staff. All
students will have access to the department's outstanding
resources, both in studio and ancillary spaces and through
those provided by the Bridge House Theatre and Warwick
Hall venues.

Alongside providing a solid foundation for anyone wishing to
follow an arts-based career, the course develops
‘transferable’ skills which are useful in a wide range of
careers requiring conﬁdent communications and
presentation. Many choose the subject for the way it
enhances their self-conﬁdence, initiative, problem solving
capabilities and creativity.

Students are expected to contribute enthusiastically to all
lessons, developing their own skills and supporting those of
the rest of the group. They should have a genuine
commitment to the aims and methodologies of the course
and be prepared to attend a number of theatre visits led by
the department, which include professional productions in
the Bridge House Theatre and selected work elsewhere.
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Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
Yes, though the skills developed at GCSE lead very effectively
on to those explored at A Level. Each year some of the A
Level cohort have not studied GCSE.
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Head of Department | Miss S Hill

s.hill@warwickschool.org

English Language and English Literature
Course Speciﬁcation
OCR English Language – GCSE J351

OCR English Literature – GCSE J352

Overview

Study of English at GCSE gives students the opportunity to develop as critical and informed readers and
imaginative, versatile writers. Lessons are enlivened by debate and discussion, enhancing students’ abilities to
explain, persuade, empathise and reﬂect. Students learn how to analyse in depth the way writers use linguistic
tools to convey their meanings, as well as how they can employ these in their own writing. They reﬁne their
literacy skills, develop their vocabulary and become more articulate in expressing their viewpoints. And they
learn more about themselves and the world around them through exploration of some of the great works of
literature, including study of a novel, poetry, and drama.
written forms, as well as enhancing their literacy skills, such
as spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Course speciﬁcations

Throughout their English lessons, students will be working
towards two GCSE qualiﬁcations: OCR GCSE English Language
J351 and English Literature J352. Due to this, preparation for
the GCSE begins in the summer term of year 9. For both of
these qualiﬁcations, they will receive a grade from 9-1.

There is an additional Speaking and Listening endorsement,
which does not form part of the GCSE English Language
qualiﬁcation, but is a useful addition to students’ portfolios
as they prepare for future study and the world of work.
Students are expected to prepare and give a formal
persuasive presentation on a topic of their choice and
respond in detail to questions asked. Students are assessed
and receive a grade, either Fail, Pass, Merit or Distinction.

GCSE English Language J351:
course content and examinations
For GCSE English Language, students will be assessed through
two 2 hour external examinations: Language Paper 1
Communicating Information and Ideas and Language Paper 2
Exploring Effects and Impact. These examinations are each
worth 50% of their overall grade. Both examinations require
students to respond to two unseen texts, assessing the
following comprehension skills:
•
•

GCSE English Literature J352:
course content and examinations
For GCSE English Literature, students will be assessed
through two 2 hour external examinations: Literature Paper
1 Exploring Modern and Literary Heritage Texts and
Literature Paper 2 Exploring Poetry and Shakespeare. These
examinations are each worth 50% of their overall grade and
both are closed book, requiring students to learn quotations.

Inference, deduction, explanation and close analysis of
language and structure
Comparison of writers’ viewpoints and techniques and
evaluation of how far texts agree with a given
interpretation

Literature Paper 1 will require students to write a response
to essay questions focused on their study of a modern prose
or drama text, including comparing an extract with an
unseen passage from another text. It will also require them
to show their understanding of a 19th century novel,
including how it relates to its historical and literary context.
Literature Paper 2 will require students to demonstrate their
knowledge of one poem from a thematic cluster of poems
they have studied, comparing it with an unseen poem. They
will additionally need to write an essay on their studied
Shakespeare play, showing awareness of how it relates to
wider context.

They also assess their writing skills, in particular:
• Adapting writing style and structure to speciﬁc written
forms, using literary and rhetorical techniques for effect
• Employing well-chosen, sophisticated vocabulary and
writing with a high degree of grammatical accuracy, as well
as accurate and purposeful use of sentence structures and
punctuation marks
Language Paper 1 will present students with a 19th century and
a 20th or 21st century non-ﬁction text and require them to
write a non-ﬁction piece, such as a formal letter, newspaper
report, magazine or blog article, an advice leaﬂet or persuasive
speech. Language Paper 2 will present students with two 20th
or 21st century ﬁction or literary non-ﬁction texts and require
them to write a ﬁction piece, such as a short story, extended
description, a journal entry or extract from an autobiography.

To prepare for these assessments, throughout the course
students will be studying in depth their four set texts,
including rigorously exploring writers’ intentions, themes,
language and structure techniques used. They will learn to
reﬁne their essay writing techniques, so they can examine a
breadth of points as well as explaining in depth the impact of
writers’ choices. They will beneﬁt from a variety of exciting
classroom activities to make the texts come alive, including
role play, creative writing, responses using a variety of
media, group presentations and debates.

Throughout the two-year course, students will be exposed to a
rich variety of ﬁction and non-ﬁction texts, practising the skills
for these Language papers. They will be given the opportunity
to develop their craft as writers of a range of
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Head of Department | Dr A Hodskinson

a.hodskinson@warwickschool.org

Geography
Course Speciﬁcation

Pearson Edexcel GCSE – 1GA0 Geography A

Course Content and Examinations

We follow the vibrant Edexcel A 9-1 speciﬁcation. This examines a variety of topics from both Physical and
Human aspects of the subject. The course will give you a great awareness of global geography as well a clear
insight into UK landscapes and cities. We have two ﬁeld trips – one to study river landscapes in the Carding
Mill Valley and the other to Birmingham to investigate cities.
The subject content follows the themes below:
•

The changing landscapes of the UK

•

Weather hazards and climate change

•

Ecosystems, biodiversity and management

•

Changing cities

•

Global development.

•

Resource management, such as energy

•

Geographical investigations – ﬁeldwork and UK
challenges

Gain knowledge of essential geographical processes and
their effects in the world

•

Establish geographical skills and techniques

GCSE Subjects - September 2022

Understand the character of a variety of places and the
current issues which affect them.

•

Develop an understanding of the geographical
investigative process through ﬁeldwork.

The assessment is linear and takes the form of three
examination papers. There is no coursework.
Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
A good Geography GCSE is always recommended as this
helps prepare you for tackling the examinations. The A
Level is written however such that it would be possible for
an already successful student to follow the course.

The Geography course allows students to:
•

•
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Head of Department | Mr D Stephenson

d.stephenson@warwickschool.org

Classical Greek
Course Speciﬁcation
OCR GCSE – J292

Course Content and Examinations

Greek provides a marvellous insight into how other languages work and the foundations of European
culture. Not only does it beneﬁt linguists with keen analytical minds but it can be enjoyed by anyone with an
interest in the classical world. The mental somersaults needed for success make for a disciplined mind and
enhanced powers of analysis. However, the point of all this is not just mental stimulation. Only by reading it
in the original can one truly appreciate the simple beauty of Greek literature.
Greek is recognised and respected by top universities as a rigorous academic subject and a GCSE in it would stand out on an
application for any degree subject. Good Classics graduates can end up working in pretty much anything other than Science based
jobs - accountancy, marketing, teaching, law, banking and advertising to name just a few.

Structure
The course, which follows directly on the work of Year 9,
uses the GCSE syllabus offered by OCR. It is taught over two
years and examined in three papers which test
understanding of an unprepared passage in Greek, a prelearned vocabulary list, knowledge of prepared texts taken
from Greek authors, and some Greek Civilisation.

•

Show understanding of, and the ability to evaluate,
historical and other evidence relating to the customs,
institutions and historical signiﬁcance of the Greek world,
especially as portrayed in the literature studied.

•

Draw informed comparisons between the world of the
Greeks and modern times.

Objectives

Overview of the Examination

These satisfy the National Criteria for Classical Subjects.
Candidates are expected to:

•

Language paper (50%)

•

Units 02-05: verse and prose literature choices (two
texts are chosen to be examined)

•

•

Show understanding of an unprepared passage or
passages of Greek by translation and by answering
questions set on the subject matter, thus
demonstrating knowledge of the vocabulary,
morphology and syntax of Greek, the differences
between an inﬂected and an uninﬂected language and
the different methods of expression used in English
and in Greek.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
No – a good grade at GCSE level is required.

Show understanding and appreciation of, and an
informed personal response to, the prescribed
literature by answering questions on the subject
matter, language, literary qualities and cultural themes.
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Head of Department | Mr O O’Brien

o.obrien@warwickschool.org

History
Course Speciﬁcation
Pearson Edexcel IGCSE – 4HI1

Course Content and Examinations

This IGCSE History course is an intensive but fascinating study of some of the key moments and themes in
the development of C.20th politics and society, with an especial focus on events in Europe. Due to the
chronologically focused span of the course, students are able to attain a wealth of knowledge and depth of
understanding of major historical trends that continue to shape the world in which they live today.
Our IGCSE exams in History include questions that allow
students to demonstrate their ability to:

The History course focuses on four key areas:
•

•

•

•

The evolution of Germany from 1918-1945, charting the
bright hopes and bitter disappointments that attended
the creation of the democratic Weimar Republic from the
ashes of the Kaiserreich, the rise of Nazism and its allpervasive impact upon German life.
The Superpower Relations that characterised the early
Cold War from 1943 to 1972, covering the breakdown of
the USA and USSR’s wartime alliance, the deep chills of
the 1950s and 1960s, and the rise of détente in the late
1960s and early 1970s.

Process, analyse and synthesise a range of
information.

•

Construct coherent and well-founded arguments
based upon evidence

•

Assess sources for their relevance, usefulness and
reliability

The qualiﬁcation consists of two exams, each of which
constitutes 50% of the total course marks.

The period of Russian Revolution, 1905-1924, which
charts the collapse of Tsarist absolutism, the early hopes
of revolutions to create a better world, and the travails
and disappointments of Lenin’s rule in the Soviet Union.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
IGCSE?
Occasionally this may be permitted, but it is normal for A
Level historians to have taken the IGCSE.

The changing nature of warfare and international conﬂict
1919-2011, in which we will chart the massive evolution
of war from the vast citizen armies of the
‘total war’, between 1939-1945, through the new
demands of Cold War and the rise of asymmetrical
conﬂicts and terrorism in more recent years.

GCSE Subjects - September 2022

•
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Head of Department | Mr D Stephenson

d.stephenson@warwickschool.org

Latin
Course Speciﬁcation
WJEC (Eduqas) GCSE – C990PA

Course Content and Examinations

Latin provides marvellous insights into how other languages work and the foundations of European culture.
Not only does it beneﬁt linguists with keen analytical minds but it can be enjoyed by anyone with interest in
the classical world. The mental somersaults needed for success make for a disciplined mind and enhanced
powers of analysis. However, the point of all this is not just mental stimulation. Only by reading it in the
original can one truly appreciate the simple beauty of Roman literature.
Latin is recognised and respected by top universities as a rigorous academic subject and a GCSE in it would stand out on an
application for any degree subject. Good Classics graduates can end up working in pretty much anything other than Science based
jobs - accountancy, marketing, teaching, law, banking and advertising to name just a few.
Structure
The course, which follows directly on the work of Year 9,
uses the GCSE syllabus offered by WJEC. It is taught over two
years and examined in three papers which test
understanding of an unprepared passage in Latin, a prelearned vocabulary list, knowledge of prepared texts taken
from Roman authors, and some Roman Civilisation.
Objectives
These satisfy the National Criteria for Classical Subjects.
Candidates are expected to:
•

•

•

•

Show understanding of an unprepared passage or
passages of Latin by translation and by answering
questions set on the subject matter, thus demonstrating
knowledge of the vocabulary, morphology and syntax of
Latin, the differences between an inﬂected and an
uninﬂected language and the different methods of
expression used in English and in Latin.

Overview of the Examination

Show understanding and appreciation of, and an
informed personal response to, the prescribed literature
by answering questions on the subject matter, language,
literary qualities and cultural themes.
Show understanding of, and the ability to evaluate,
historical and other evidence relating to the customs,
institutions and historical signiﬁcance of the Roman
world, especially as portrayed in the literature studied.
Draw informed comparisons between the world of the
Romans, particularly those of the early Empire, and
modern times.

•

Component 01: language paper (50% of the overall
marks)

•

Component 02: themed “literature and sources” paper
(30% of the overall marks) - questions on a prescribed
selection of poetry and prose focusing around a theme
(such as love, death, leisure) with questions on the
content and literary merits.

•

Component 03: narrative literature (20% of the overall
marks) - questions on a prescribed number of lines from
prose or verse authors.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
No – a good grade at GCSE level is required.
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Head of Department | Mr P Titmas
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Mathematics
Course Speciﬁcation
Pearson Edexcel IGCSE – 4MA1

Course Content and Examinations

The boys will follow the International GCSE Mathematics course which is offered by the Edexcel examination
board. The course is two years and is recognised as equivalent to GCSE Mathematics; as well as highly
recognised for being more rigorous when preparing student for Higher Education and studying A Level
Mathematics.
There are two tiers of entry:
•

Foundation – where students can achieve grade 5 and
below only,

Boys who demonstrate mastery of this additional content
are given the option to sit an examination in it; this is a
stand-alone qualiﬁcation.

•

Higher – where students can achieve up to the top
grade, 9.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
No – a minimum of grade 8 at IGCSE is required to study
Mathematics at A Level.

It is expected that all boys will follow the Higher-Level
course to ensure they are all stretched to their absolute
potential. This, in turn, allows them to be as prepared as
possible should they wish to take Mathematics into
A Level.
The IGCSE has no coursework element as it is solely
examination assessed; boys will sit two 2 hour examinations
at the end of the academic year in Year 11.
Additional Mathematics
Boys in the A sets will also follow the Additional
Mathematics course. This is a Free-Standing Mathematics
Qualiﬁcation set by OCR which allows the students to
further prepare for the challenges A Level can present.
Furthermore, this also acts as a great aid to support the
learning of the IGCSE Mathematics content.

GCSE Subjects - September 2022
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Head of MFL | Head of French | Mr B Andrews
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Head of Spanish | Mrs J Goodbourn
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Head of German | Mrs J Estill

j.estill@warwickschool.org

Modern Foreign Languages: French,
German & Spanish
Course Speciﬁcation

Pearson Edexcel IGCSE – 4FR1/4GN1/4SP1

Course Content and Examinations

This IGCSE offers engaging and accessible topics which are based on contexts that students are likely to
encounter in their lives. Authentic reading and listening texts are used throughout. Each skill area – listening,
reading, speaking and writing – is worth 25% of the ﬁnal mark and the examination is taken at the end of the
course. It consists of three separate papers: listening comprehension, speaking (conducted by us but marked
externally) and reading/ writing. The speciﬁcation contains a core vocabulary list and full grammar check list
which can be viewed on its website:
http://qualiﬁcations.pearson.com
Boys will develop the following skills:

Each skill of the IGCSE will be studied within 5 topic
areas, beginning with personal life and relationships in
Year 9:

•

Reading for both gist and detail.

•

Writing in response to a given situation.

•

Listening to a complex argument or discussion,
understanding the overall message and identifying
attitudes and opinions.

1. Home and abroad

Developing their understanding of the spoken word
through separate speaking and listening components.

4. The world around us

•

2. Education and employment
3. Personal life and relationships
5. Social activities, ﬁtness and health
In order to access levels 7-9, boys will have to have a good
grammatical understanding and be able to use a range of
connectives and enhanced structures in their speaking and
written work. We set about teaching these from Year 9 and
we recommend that they begin their IGCSE course equipped
with highlighter pens and a Collins pocket dictionary at
home. The translation website we recommend for looking
up words is:
www.wordreference.com (French and Spanish), or
www.dict.cc (German).

Vocabulary and grammar learning are integral parts of the
course, but never at the expense of communicating verbally
and having fun with the language. Much of our teaching of
the course involves the boys working in pairs and groups,
participating in memory challenges and in interactive ICT
games, as well as working on comprehension of the spoken
and written language. Writing skills are practised through
short, focussed tasks and some longer pieces under timed
conditions. Grammar is assessed by a short gap-ﬁll exercise
and grammatical knowledge is fundamental to progress over
the two years. Where possible, boys have some time with a
Foreign Language Assistant and in Year 11 they may be
paired with a Sixth Form academic mentor if they need the
extra support. Clinics are also available to each and every
boy, provided by his class teacher.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
Due to the lexical and grammatical knowledge required for
the A level course, a GCSE must be studied beforehand.
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Head of Department | Mr J Soper
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Music
Course Speciﬁcation
Camb. Int. IGCSE – 0410

Course Content and Examinations

There are three parts to Music GCSE: Performing, Composing, and Listening. All candidates for this course
must therefore be learning a musical instrument and have regular lessons (singing is an acceptable
instrument). The course will develop your creativity in composition, your conﬁdence in performance, and
it will introduce you to a wide range of musical genres and cultures that you have (probably) never heard
before.
We study the Cambridge iGCSE Music Course, which is a
rigorous academic qualiﬁcation. Universities have publicly
stated that they like to see candidates studying creative
subjects at GCSE (and A-Level), as they recognise the broad
range of skills that the study of music brings out. Many boys
who study GCSE music go onto study the Music A Level
course, but many others study the GCSE course and use the
skills they develop in other areas of life.
For the performance module, candidates are required to
record solo and ensemble pieces in the Lent Term of their
GCSE year. In order to receive the top band of marks in this
module, the pieces must be grade 4 standard or above.
In order to succeed in the composition and listening
modules, candidates will need to be able to read music
(treble and bass clef), and have a good knowledge of the
rudiments of music including keys, time signatures, and a
basic understanding of the progression of musical history. A
knowledge of music theory will be beneﬁcial for this course,
although it is not essential.
Subject Content

•

Listening - Written examination based on CD
recordings supplied by Cambridge - 1hour 15mins |
40%

•

Performing - Two prepared performances, one
individual and one ensemble
internally marked | externally moderated 30%

•

Composing - Two contrasting compositions internally

•

The opportunity to study music from all over the World,
including some of the most famous pieces of music ever
written.

The minimum requirement for studying music at A Level is
GCSE Music Grade A. Any inquiries about taking Music for A
Level without having studied GCSE Music will need to be
discussed with the Head of Academic Music.

The speciﬁcation leads on from Year 9 and offers:
The opportunity to gain up to 30% of the GCSE by
performing pieces you are already learning in your
music lessons.
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The opportunity to use music technology in your
compositions.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?

marked | externally moderated 30%

•

•
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Physical Education
Course Speciﬁcation
OCR GCSE – J587

Course Content and Examinations

The theory units will have a 60% weighting, practical coursework activities (made up of three different
activities) make up the remaining 40% of the course.
GCSE (9–1) speciﬁcations in physical education will equip learners with the knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop
and maintain their performance in physical activities and understand the beneﬁts to health, ﬁtness and well-being. This will require
them to:
•

Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use this
knowledge to improve performance.

•

Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical activity and sport.

•

Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies
and/or compositional ideas.

•

Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and sport.

•

Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, ﬁtness and well-being.

•

Understand key socio-cultural inﬂuences which can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and sport.

Physical Training/Physical factors affecting performance (01)

The practical element of the course Performance in physical
education (03) requires students to be assessed in their
performance in three activities taken from two approved
lists:

60 Marks | 1 hour written paper | 30% of total

•

One activity from the ‘Individual’ list

•

One activity from the ‘Team’ list

•

One other activity from either the ‘Individual’ or the
‘Team’ list

Course Content
Applied anatomy and physiology

Socio-cultural inﬂuences
Sports psychology/health, ﬁtness and wellbeing / Sociocultural issues and sports psychology (02)

Candidates are required to have an aptitude, as well as a
passion for sport.

60 Marks | 1 hour written paper | 30% of total
Practical activity assessment

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?

Evaluating and Analysing Performance (AEP) Performance in
physical education (03)

Yes, however the GCSE course does provide very useful
background knowledge leading into the A Level course.

80 Marks | Non-exam assessment (NEA) | 40% of total
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Religious Studies
Course Speciﬁcation
AQA GCSE - 8062 Religous Studies A

Course Content and Examinations

The news each day very clearly shows the profound inﬂuence religion and other beliefs have on world events
and on everyday life in the UK. Whether religious or not, how people behave and act, and what they deem as
morally acceptable varies according to the principles and values they hold true. GCSE Religious Studies gives
students the intellectual tools to explore, question and challenge the ethics, ideas, concepts, beliefs and
practises of people in the world today. Ethical issues regarding sexuality, abortion, the death penalty and the
use of nuclear weapons count for 50% of the course. The two religions studied for the remaining 50% of the
course are Christianity and Islam. In previous years the department has also delivered Buddhism or Sikhism
as the second religion to be studied alongside Christianity. This is an option which will be discussed with the
class.
The course divides into two strands:
•

•

than ever and GCSE RS provides real insight into the ideas
lying behind people’s actions. The Department uses a variety
of resources for teaching including ﬁlm, external speakers,
news media and school trips.

50% Ethics in the world today (Thematic Studies)
o

Peace and Conﬂict

o

Crime and Punishment

o

Medical ethics and animal rights

o

Relationships and families

Students who enjoy debating and
considering/challenging a range of perspectives, including
their own will enjoy GCSE RS. In addition, those who are
interested in current affairs and are curious about the
reasoning behind people’s actions would be ideal for the
course.

50% Religious beliefs and practices
o

25% Christian beliefs and practises

o

25% Muslin beliefs and practises

There is no necessity for those opting for the course to be in
any way religious.

The course is assessed at the end of Year 11 with two
written exams, one in each strand.

Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?

Our students ﬁnd that RS at GCSE is a highly stimulating,
relevant and interesting course. It offers boys the
opportunity to develop a range of academic abilities and the
unique opportunity for them to critically reﬂect and
evaluate the opinions of themselves and others. Why people
do or think what they do is more relevant now

Warwick School offers A Level Philosophy rather than A Level
Religious Studies. The two subjects are very different. There
is no requirement to have studied Religious Studies at GCSE
level in order to study A Level Philosophy.

If you do not
understand
Religion...
You do not
understand the
world

GCSE Subjects - September 2022
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Heads of Department | Mr I Dee

i.dee@warwickschool.org

Science
Structure

Pupils must follow courses in two of the three sciences - Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Pupils can then
choose a third science as one of their four option subjects. Each subject is taught by a specialist in that area
of Science. Each discipline involves preparation for separate written examination papers.
All pupils are taught in mixed ability groups and will be entered for separate science examinations leading to the award of GCSEs
in the single subject chosen.
For A Level, all pupils wishing to study science must attain a grade 8 in the subject of choice at GCSE. If a science is not chosen for
study at GCSE, it will not be possible to pick this science to study at A Level.
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Head of Department | Mr I Dee
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Biology
Course Speciﬁcation
AQA GCSE – 8461

GCSE Biology is a three-year course, commencing in year 9, and is taken as a separate science. You can
choose to continue to study Biology alongside Chemistry and Physics through to year 11 and gain three
separate GCSE awards for each science subject.

Course Content and Examinations
Structure
Biology is the science of life. Its name is derived from the
Greek words "bios" (life) and "logos" (study). Biologists study
the structure, function, growth, origin, evolution
and distribution of living organisms. There are generally
considered to be at least nine "umbrella" ﬁelds of
biology, each of which consists of multiple subﬁelds.
•

Biochemistry: the study of the material substances that
make up living things

•

Botany: the study of plants, including agriculture

•

Cellular biology: the study of the basic cellular units of
living things

•

Ecology: the study of how organisms interact with their
environment

•

Evolutionary biology: the study of the origins and
changes in the diversity of life over time

•

Genetics: the study of heredity

•

Molecular biology: the study of biological molecules

•

Physiology: the study of the functions of organisms and
their parts

•

Zoology: the study of animals, including animal
behaviour

2. Organisation

•

3. Infection and response

•

4. Bioenergetics

•

5. Homeostasis and response
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7. Ecology

•

8. Key ideas

Assessment of Topics 1–4: Cell biology; Organisation;
Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
Assessed by written exam | 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks, 50% of GCSE
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response questions.
Paper 2
Assessment of Topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response;
Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.
Assessed by written exam | 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks, 50% of GCSE

Subject content
1. Cell biology

•

Paper 1

This qualiﬁcation is linear. Linear means that students will sit
all their exams at the end of the course.

•

6. Inheritance, variation and evolution

Assessment

Adding to the complexity of this enormous idea is the fact
that these ﬁelds overlap. It is impossible to study zoology
without knowing a great deal about evolution, physiology
and ecology. You can't study cellular biology without
knowing biochemistry and molecular biology as well.

•

•

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response questions.
Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
Grade 8 Biology GCSE is the minimum requirement to study
Biology A Level.
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Chemistry
Course Speciﬁcation
AQA GCSE – 8462

GCSE Chemistry is a three-year course, commencing in year 9, and is taken as a separate science. You can
choose to continue to study Chemistry alongside Biology and Physics through to year 11 and gain three
separate GCSE awards for each science subject.

Course Content and Examinations
GCSE Chemistry covers the foundational areas and ideas
of chemistry. Most importantly the skills of the scientiﬁc
method are developed through each topic in terms of the
development of rational scientiﬁc thinking, evidence by
experimentation, analysis, evaluation and a development
in the use of correct scientiﬁc vocabulary, technical
terminology and units.
The core of the course is covered in the following topic
headings:
•

Atomic structure and the periodic table

•

Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter

•

Quantitative chemistry

•

Chemical changes

•

Energy changes

•

The rate and extent of chemical change

•

Organic chemistry

•

Chemical analysis

•

Chemistry of the atmosphere

•

Using resources
Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?

GCSE Chemistry develops students’ ability to:
•

recall critical factual information

•

integrate ideas and concepts from a range of separate
topic areas

•

apply their understanding to unfamiliar situations and
reach logical conclusions through systematic thinking

•

Reach conclusions supported by data analysis and
evidence

Grade 8 Chemistry GCSE is the minimum requirement to
study Chemistry A Level.

Students’ practical skills are developed and assessed
through the completion of compulsory practicals and
many more departmental practicals throughout the
course. The examination consists of two written
examination papers (50% of marks each), which assess all
practical content in written form.
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Physics
Course Speciﬁcation
AQA GCSE – 8463

GCSE Physics is a three-year course, commencing in year 9, and is taken as a separate science. You can
choose to continue to study Physics alongside Chemistry and Biology through to year 11 and gain three
separate GCSE awards for each science subject.

Course Content and Examinations
Structure

Assessment

Physics is a ﬁeld of natural science that studies the
behaviour of matter and energy, and how these two things
interact. Based on experiments, measurements and
mathematical analysis, the ultimate aim of physicists is to
ﬁnd mathematical laws to describe everything from the
nanoworld of atoms and nuclei to the planets, solar systems
and galaxies that occupy the cosmos.

Paper 1
Assessment of Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model
of matter; and Atomic structure.
Assessed by written exam | 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks, 50% of GCSE.
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response questions.

The types of big questions that occupy many physicists
include:

Paper 2

•

How did the universe begin?

•

What are the basic building blocks of matter?

electromagnetism; and Space physics.

•

How will the universe change in the future?

Assessed by written exam | 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks, 50% of GCSE.

Assessment of Topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and

While many physicists work in ‘pure’ research, trying to ﬁnd
answers to these sorts of questions, the answers they come
up with often lead to unexpected applications. For example,
almost all of the technology we take for granted today,
including computers, mobile phones, and even the internet,
is based on a theoretical understanding of electrons that was
developed around the turn of the 20th century. Physicists
also make important contributions in many ﬁelds of modern
medicine, such as treating cancer, through radiotherapy, and
diagnosing illness through various types of imaging.

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response questions.
Can I study this subject at A Level if I have not studied it at
GCSE?
Grade 8 Physics GCSE is the minimum requirement to study
Physics A Level.

This qualiﬁcation is linear. Linear means that students will sit
all their exams at the end of the course.
Subject content
•

Energy

•

Electricity

•

Particle model of matter

•

Atomic structure

•

Forces

•

Waves

•

Magnetism and electromagnetism

•

Space physics
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